Irend Alert

ENERGY-EFFICIENT LIGRTING:

By Carol Carter
indy Wallace has a pal in her
Morningside Kitchen. Although
his manme is TEL, Wallace calls him
“my ittée kitchen buddy” TED, which
slands foe “The Enargy Datectiva”
15 &n energy monitor programmed
by show Wallace and her husband, Richard,
the kilowatts they ane using at any given
mament and, aisn, hoy moch it costs them,

"Right now.” Wallace said ome racen
menwng, “it's showng what 've used today,
It's like 26.3 kilowatts, Then, | switch 1T over,
and it shows me that nght now 1'm spending
15 cents per hour,

"You can stand there and ook at this
litthe: monitor, and when you turn aff lights
Y¥ou See it g0 down and you See your price go
down,” she said. "l makes woa raally think”

TED probably doesn't tick off neary as
mach kilowatt usape In Wallace's horme a5 it
might in angther Attants koose because hers
i5 an EarmthCraft home, which she and her
hugiand buill and moved info a year ain,

The Greater Atlanta Home Buitders
Assoczaton developed the EanhCranl
Housza Pragram in parnership with Atlanta’s
Souihtace Energy Institute, The voluntary
green bulldsng program ks oul a bluapnnt
far hormes designed 1o reduce utility bills and
protect the emvironmsent.

Lighting 1 one of several enenty-saving
features in the Wallace's home, Thesa ane com
pact fluorescent baibs throughout e house,
&5 wall 8z LED (hght-emisting diode ) lghts,
ambant lighting, dimmers and Beht tubes.

Compact luorescant light bulbs {CFLs)
Iast about 10,000 hours compared with
fewer than 1,000 nous Tor incandeascert light
bulbs. Racenily, the two major drawhacks o
CFLs — cost and light quality = have-all but
diszppearad

“The pnce [of CFLs| has dropped da
matically’ said John Bracey, a commearcial
green bulldmg product services manager-at
southface, "That was probably one of the big-
pest reasons peojse woulkd not switch, Todeay,
orwdver, CFLS cost about 51 1o 51,25 per
bulb, and at that prce, Bracey said, ey pay
for themselwes in ey sadangs within about
hree b four months,

They also save ¥ou money on your
conditionmg,” ke said. “They mun cooler, o

In additlon to I'I'|-.'||"i.'l'lg use of &5 much natural |lg|'l'. As passibie, '.-:i-"l'l'g arnd Hichpnd
Waslace s EarthCratt home (s designed with energy-saving fealures such as "The Energ
Betective” (TED) anorgy monitor, fop, and a light tube in one of the bathrooms, above

vl et @ double benefit when you use CFLs.
Incandescent buths ae much better at pro-
ducing heat than they are light”

Consumers 350 ance objected to CFLs
Decauze of their light quality, When they first
hit the market, "the Hpht wasn't as warm
a5 what you gel gul of an incandescent
bulby” Bracey said, "but the technobogy hes
improved; theyve mada If muech better”

Wotes Phil Sherer of Atlanta's
Masterpiece Lighting, “You can still el a dif
ference, but they're closing that gap”

Mo that CFLs are more accepted by
consumers, the next big innosation In light-
g 15 LED ghts. The undar-catanet ighis
i Wallace's home &e LED strps, about &
haff-inch wide and 24 Inches long. Alan aail-
able gre small, mwmd LED discs that surface-
mount under cabinets,

Mice as il & under the cabinst, LED
lighting is begimming 10 show up elsewhene m
the home, too.

Tt ask Howeldl Turnes and Rusty Toale,
Atdantz account managers for Greemille, 5.C.-
based Progress Lighting, wihich will supply the
lights far Gregnfaven, an eco-decoraionr's shiw
house snder construction in Cobb County

“Progress i one of the fist manalactur-
ers to come out with & decorative line of
lighting products that use LEDS " Toole sald.

The Progress LED ling maludas chande-
ligrs, sconces, racessed lighting, extenor lights
and minl-pendants — the type of lighting
fifure that hangs over & breakfast. bar, for
EXAMHE,

“Anybime you're going to hane & light on
fior any length of time, you definitely want to
g with LED=” Turner said

The rason, Teode s5aid, s because an
LED lamp life i & good 60,000 hours, versus
an Incandascent that has a e of F&0 hours
ty 1.500 hours.

John Moet, president of Atlanta-based
Energy & Enviranment, cautions that LED



lighting =1ill & expensive ralgtive to the
amaount of light it produces, so he recom
mends using it in specialized ways. Nool
recenily bought & 20-foot-long stap 1o uss
for amiment liZht in & recreational area of his
home. LEDs aksp are parlect for hard-to-reach
listures, zch 25 a spotlight 20 feet up in the
air because you dont need to worry abol
changing It out, he saud,

“The other one that's a no-hrainer is
LED Chrstmas lights, Noel said. “0ne, you
can touch them, and they'ne not ot so tha
reduces rigk of fire. Two, thiy @ majar
energy-savers, Three, they st fareer”

Yat another new energy-efficient lighting
aption is-the Bght tube, which has a amall
dome that is mounted on top of the oo,
They concentrate the light and maflect it down
through a tube that goes ta the ceiling and
o a round disc that resemibles. & light fix
fure, The end result is difused natural kaht,

"The amount of lght thad it brings i
ane ang three more weys o madmiezg | 2 Install dimmers that manually o auto- that bathroom is absahutaly amesing” Wallace
enargy efficiency in lighting, according » maticalty adjust up or down as natural — =aid, | would highly recommend them to any-

The Wallaces also make use of snergy
efflelent aptions such as LED lights under
thelr kitchen catdnets and this bodsida
Switch that can b= used to turn off all

of the bghts and Tans in (he Rowse

10 John Bracey of Southlace: light decreases or inCreases, bady wha is bulding or renomvating.”
¥ Look Tor windows that have a solkar One technical note from Bracey; To
Make use of natura light as much « heat gain coafficlent (SHEO) sticker install a lkght tube, the mof should be within
« &5 possible. an them sty feat of the ceiling, L
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Check Out Sera's Pad -
It’'s Ready To Be Unveiled!

Sem Tovermhomes an Linglwrgh T pnd theee-badroom traditonal and splii-bevel Tosnbomses prced from Bia =TT
Esrn oiffairs tradlitinned nginee hood porfot with modaim =y Conservence, Just sieps from the Lindbangh MARTS
Eaation, Brckhnsd and Solki (Gouth Buckhiaai). See on-site agent for details and mentian praimib code: ARG Living

Call 404-848-1624 or visit ScenesOiSora.com or MySpace.com/SeraCityHomes
Sales gallary now open at 2400 Parkland Drive Atlanta, GA 30324 Tour soene. Your home. ||
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